
Overview
The Kimberley coast in northern WA with its wild and 
stunning landscapes and rich cultural heritage is one of the 
natural wonders of the world.

The north-west Kimberley is one of the only places in 
Australia that has retained its complete native fauna without 
extinction since European settlement. The region also holds 
immense cultural value for its Indigenous custodians.

Research into the condition of the world’s oceans recently 
ranked the Kimberley alongside Antarctica as one of the least 
impacted marine environments on earth. 

Home to a vast array of wildlife including Dugong, five 
species of turtle, and the rare Australian Snubfin dolphin, 
the Kimberley coast is also the nursery for the world’s largest 
population of Humpback whales.

The issue
The Browse Basin is an undersea area off the Kimberley coast 
that contains significant reserves of gas and oil. A number 
of private companies, including Woodside Petroleum, hold 
mining leases over Browse. 

Gas processing facilities in the Pilbara region (south of 
the Kimberley) will not be available to begin processing 
Browse gas for several years, so – in their hurry to begin 
extracting these fossil fuels as soon as possible – Woodside 
and its project partners (Shell, Chevron, BP and BHP) have 
proposed building a large liquid natural gas (LNG) hub at 
James Price Point on the Kimberley coast north of Broome. 

The proposal has sparked widespread and determined 
opposition from the local community and environment 
groups concerned that the venture will destroy the unique 
natural and cultural values of the area. However, WA Premier 
Colin Barnett supports the plan, stating that he wants to turn 
the Kimberley into “the Saudi Arabia of natural gas”.

In early 2011 – under the threat of Compulsory Acquisition 
– a group of Traditional Owners finally lent their support to 
the project in exchange for a compensation deal worth more 
than one billion dollars over 30 years. Yet other Indigenous 
leaders remain strongly opposed to the gas hub, claiming it 
will threaten numerous Aboriginal heritage sites including 
part of a famous Indigenous ‘songline’ – a continuous 
dreaming track that has remained intact for thousands of years. 

Woodside’s project is yet to receive approval from the 
Australian Government or the WA Environmental Protection 
Authority, however, in July 2011, bulldozers moved in to 
begin clearing land. In response, several hundred local 
people began blockading the road to James Price Point.

Number crunch
 8  Gas and oil pipelines that would come ashore 

as part of the gas hub

 39  Million tonnes of greenhouse gases that the 
gas hub would emit every year

 2400  Hectares of Pindan Woodland cleared to make 
way for the Woodside gas hub 

 52  Square kilometres of seabed that would be 
destroyed by dredging as part of Woodside's plan

 30   Billion litres of wastewater that the gas hub 
would release into the ocean annually.
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What is the Wilderness  
Society doing?
The Wilderness Society is advocating for a less destructive 
alternative to the development at James Price Point. This 
could be achieved by processing Browse gas using existing 
infrastructure in the Pilbara region, or by taking advantage of 
new floating LNG technology. 

The Wilderness Society believes that the Kimberley is worth 
more to the people of WA intact than trashed – a notion 
supported by state government figures showing that the 
Kimberley coastal tourism industry is currently growing at 
500% per year and is already worth $250 million annually for 
the local economy. 

We don’t believe that Indigenous people should be forced 
to sign away their land and culture to secure the kind of 
healthcare, education and training opportunities that other 
Australians take for granted. 

That's why – together with other environmental groups – we 
have presented a clear and detailed vision for the Kimberley 
based on protecting the environment and investing in clean, 
sustainable industries. 

In the meantime, we will continue working to raise public 
awareness about the threats posed by the Woodside project 
and to promote protection of the Kimberley region in 
general.

We will also continue to support local people – including 
Traditional Owners – to take peaceful direct action against 
the proposed Woodside gas hub 

What can I do?
1 Write to the Minister
Write to Federal Environment Minister Tony Burke (PO Box 
6022, House of Representatives, Parliament House, Canberra 
ACT 2600 or email Tony.Burke.MP@aph.gov.au) and urge him 
to reject plans for a destructive gas hub at James Price Point.

2 Become a Kimberley Campaigner
Help us keep up the pressure by doing things like attending 
public meetings and writing to decision makers at strategic 
times. As a Kimberley Campaigner, we will contact you 
(about once every three weeks) with a request to take a 
special action. Sign up at: www.kimberleycampaigner.com

3 Join the Wilderness Society 
As a member, your small monthly contribution will go a 
long  way toward protecting Kimberley, along with other wild 
places all over Australia. To find out how, visit  
www.wilderness.org.au/join

Useful links
For more information about the Kimberley campaign, visit: 
www.wilderness.org.au/kimberley 

Follow the Wilderness Society on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/wilderness.society or Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/wildernesstweet

This site provides valuable advice for Woodside investors: 
www.woodsideinvestors.com

The ABC Four Corners episode “Rush to Riches” gives a 
great overview of the Kimberley issue: 
www.abc.net.au/4corners/special_eds/20100621/kimberley

Save the Kimberley is an independent group made up of 
Traditional Owners, local people, and high profile advocates. 
www.savethekimberley.com

Creature 
feature 
Australian  
Snubfin Dolphin

The Australian Snubfin Dolphin is our only native dolphin, 
and is found exclusively in the waters off northern 
Australia.

Discovered near Townsville in 2005, the Snubfin looks 
distinctly different from its Asian cousins as a result of its 
blunt, round head and is comparatively smaller – growing 
to between 1.5 and 2.7 metres in length. 

While scientists are still learning about this newly-
discovered creature, the Snubfin is known to live in 
small family groups in shallow water close to land, 
making it particularly susceptible to coastal industrial 
developments like the one currently being proposed at 
James Price Point.      
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