
The Kimberley Campaign
A CASE FOR SUPPORT



The Kimberley is one of our most significant 
wilderness areas – a last refuge for many mammal 
species that have disappeared from the rest of 
Australia and the site of some of the world’s most 
spectacular land and seascapes. It is also home to a 
living, rich and diverse Indigenous culture.

The Wilderness Society is committed to a long-
term vision for the Kimberley that safeguards the 
ecological health of the region while maximising 
sustainable economic opportunities for local people, 
particularly the Indigenous community.

For decades the Kimberley has been suffering 
incremental damage – from feral animals, weeds, 
large wildfires and over-grazing by cattle. Now, it 
faces an even greater threat in the form of imminent 
large scale industrialisation, including multiple 
damaging mining and mineral processing projects.

The Wilderness Society has already committed 
significant resources toward Kimberley protection 
and we are now looking at a range of strategies that 
extend beyond our current financial capacity.

A consortium of oil and gas companies led by 
Woodside Petroleum want to build a massive 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) processing facility 
at James Price Point on the Kimberley coast 
(50 kilometres north of Broome) damaging the 
wilderness and cultural values of the area forever. 

The Wilderness Society has joined with the local 
community, Traditional Owners, and Australians 
from all over the country to advocate for a less 
destructive alternative to Woodside’s Kimberley 
gas hub, like taking advantage of existing industrial 
facilities in the Pilbara region or using floating LNG 
platforms like those Shell is developing for a nearby 
gas field. 
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Almost twice the size of Germany, the Kimberley 
is a vast ecological jewel. Boasting rugged and 
breathtaking scenery, pristine rivers, spectacular 
gorges and amazing geographical features like 
the Devonian Reef and Bungle Bungles, the 
Kimberley is very much a wilderness. It is a refuge 
for thousands of native animal and plant species – 
many of them unique to the region.

The Kimberley coastline is one of the most pristine 
left on Earth. Its coral reefs, mangrove forests, 
islands and clean waters are home to the world’s 
largest Humpback whale nursery.

Incredibly fragile, the Kimberley is home to just 
40,000 people, 50% of whom are Indigenous.

Tourism WA reports that Kimberley cruising has 
the highest satisfaction rating of all the tourism 
products in Western Australia, with 99% of people 
visiting the area expressing total awe at its pristine 
beauty and grandeur. Furthermore, the 2009 
Synthesis of Scientific Knowledge published by the 
WA Department of Environment and Conservation, 
rated the Kimberley as one of Australia’s 15 National 
Bio-diversity Hotspots. 

By any measure, this is precious country.

The days when the Kimberley was protected by its 
remoteness are over. Like an enormous bulldozer 
the threat of large-scale industrial projects, 
including plans to build one of the world’s biggest 
gas processing plants, is bearing down on the 
Kimberley.

Woodside Petroleum believes the Kimberley coast 
is the right place to build a massive LNG processing 
facility that would spoil the natural and cultural 
values of the area forever. The threat is not only 
terrestrial, as building the gas hub would involve 
dredging a six kilometre sea channel to provide 
deepwater access to the site, resulting in a 50 square 
kilometre marine ‘dead zone’. 

This represents Australia’s largest industrial 
development on its most pristine piece of coastline. 
While local people have always valued the 
unspoiled wilderness of the area, Woodside’s former 
Managing Director, Don Voelte, is on the record 
stating: “There is no reason West Australia and 
northern Australia – the Timor Sea area – can’t be 
a construction complex over the next decade that 
looks something like Qatar.”

The Kimberley The threat

“
“A 2005 WA government report shows 
the gas plant is only the first step, the 
thin edge of the wedge. A gas plant 
would open the way for other industrial 
development, notably bauxite mining 
on the stunningly beautiful Mitchell 
Plateau. The bauxite would feed an 
alumina refinery constructed near 
James Price Point. Gas availability 
would encourage the development of 
Kimberley lead and zinc mines, their 
product being smelted near James Price 
Point. An operating gas plant would act 
as a magnet for other energy intensive 
industries.”

Excerpt: Kimberley at the Crossroads: 
The Case Against the Gas Plant, 2010, 
Compiled by Murray Wilcox QC
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A Supreme Court challenge over the WA State 
Government’s handling of the Kimberley gas hub 
process has been initiated after two members of the 
native title claim group that signed off on the project 
launched a last minute appeal against a deal being 
signed. They argue that the State Government’s 
application for compulsory acquisition of land at 
James Price Point was fundamentally flawed and 
that any subsequent deal is therefore invalid.

Not only is Woodside’s project subject to significant 
legal challenges, it does not yet have environmental 
approval. The proposed site is still undergoing 
environmental impact assessment by the WA EPA 
and the Commonwealth Environment Minister 
Tony Burke.

It will be months before either the State or 
Commonwealth Environment Ministers make their 
respective decisions on whether or not to approve 

this project, and it will not be until the second 
half of 2012 that the joint venture partners (Shell, 
Chevron, BP and BHP) make their final investment 
decision.

The proposed James Price Point gas hub has always 
been a marginal prospect. The internal rates of 
return (IRR) on the project have been forecasted 
at the very low end of gas developments, and that 
analysis does not take into account the blow-
outs in cost, the lack of skilled labour and the 
inevitable legal challenges as a result of widespread 
environmental and community concern.
 
Some of the joint venture partners have gone so far 
as to publicly state their opposition to the site of 
the development on economic grounds. Proposed 
timelines are extremely optimistic and all project 
milestones to date have required extensions. 

The case against Woodside’s gas hub The Kimberley Campaign
The Wilderness Society believes that good 
alternatives to Woodside’s James Price Point gas 
hub already exist in the Pilbara region and at other 
established industrial sites outside the Kimberley 
such as Port Hedland. In fact, the Port Hedland 
Council has already stated publicly that it would 
welcome the project. 

Another less damaging option would be to employ 
floating gas platform technology (currently being 
developed by Woodside for their Timor Sea ‘Sunrise’ 
gas field and by Shell for their Browse Basin 
‘Prelude’ gas field).

These alternatives were supposed to be examined 
as part of the initial assessment process for the 
Woodside gas hub but so far this has not occurred. 
The Wilderness Society believes that this assessment 
was seriously compromised and undermined by the 
WA Government, Woodside, and Federal Resources 
Minister Martin Ferguson. 

We remain committed to working with the local 
community, Traditional Owners, scientists, 
politicians and other stakeholders until the 
Kimberley coast is protected and better options for 
gas processing are established.

Our campaign has already succeeded in prompting 
WA Premier Colin Barnett to announce a series 
of new marine parks in the region, and Federal 
Environment Minister Burke to announce the 
imminent National Heritage listing of large parts of 
the north and west Kimberley.
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Our Kimberley campaign has clear aims 
and objectives. Specifically to:

•	 Prevent construction of the proposed LNG 
hub at James Price Point which would be 
the catalyst for other massive industrial 
developments within this sensitive 
landscape.

•	 Create and expand a network of protected 
areas (Indigenous Protected Areas, national 
parks and marine sanctuaries) in the 
Kimberley region.

•	 Help ensure that the cultural, legal and 
economic rights of the region’s Traditional 
Owners are recognised and protected and 
advocate for an alternative ‘compatible’ 
economic development model – one that is 
more closely linked to the needs of the local 
community and the unique natural values 
of the region.

Our approach Your support Elevator pitches
The Wilderness Society has as strong history 
of delivering environmental outcomes through 
community mobilisation and political advocacy. 

From engagement with governments and planning 
processes, to initiating legal proceedings and 
nonviolent direct action - we will use a variety 
of campaign strategies to achieve success in the 
Kimberley.

Engaging with planning processes

There are four State and Commonwealth 
Government assessment and planning processes 
currently underway that will all have a bearing on 
the future of the Kimberley: 

•	 The Gas Hub Strategic Assessment Process 
(underway)

•	 The Commonwealth Marine Bioregional 
Planning Process (underway; draft zoning 
expected in late 2011)

•	 The Commonwealth Kimberley National 
Heritage Assessment (underway; expected 2011)

•	 The WA Government’s Kimberley Science and 
Conservation Strategy (underway)

Our aims
 
By focusing on these crucial ‘forks in the road’, 
and targeting key players, we can maximise our 
campaign outcomes.

Legal action

We will continue to explore opportunities to take 
legal action against the Government on the grounds 
of poor planning and decision making processes as 
well as supporting Traditional Owners who have 
already initiated legal challenges against the James 
Price Point proposal. 

Outreach and education

Using innovative communications and new and 
traditional media, we will engage and mobilise our 
national supporter base and the community at large 
in relation to this issue.

Lobbying governments

We will continue to lobby State and Commonwealth 
Governments to use all their powers to protect the 
Kimberley.

Corporate campaigning

We will engage directly with the consortium of oil 
and gas companies led by Woodside Petroleum, 
consult with financial analysts to better understand 
the risks, and develop a media strategy focused on 
business journalists. 
We will also create and maintain a dedicated 
corporate campaign website targeted at industry 
professionals.

Scientific and economic analysis

Persuasive scientific and economic evidence is 
critical if we are to effectively address the threats 
facing the Kimberley region and provide viable 
alternatives. Further research is needed on:

•	 Scientific synthesis - identifying crucial 
ecological processes and threats learning how 
Kimberley ecosystems interact with and rely on 
one another

•	 Conservation economy – developing alternative 
economic models that respond to the needs 
of the local community and protect the 
environment.

Supporting the local community

The Wilderness Society seeks to provide resources 
and logistical support to local communities for 
jointly identified campaign work.

To protect the Kimberley’s marine and terrestrial 
environments from inappropriate and destructive 
development, the Wilderness Society is aiming to 
raise $2,520,000 over a two year period.

$750,000 has already been committed, and we are 
seeking the remainder from concerned individuals 
who are passionate about seeing the Kimberley 
retained as one of Australia’s most pristine 
wilderness areas.

With your support, we will bring together 
traditional grassroots advocacy and community 
engagement, proven marine and terrestrial 
campaigners, innovative new media and online 
campaigning tools, competent legal teams 
and practical science to mount a national and 
international campaign.

The impact and benefits of the campaign will be 
profound. Generations of Australians will remember 
those who had the vision to protect certain 
precious parts of Australia, like the Kimberley, from 
industries and governments who would forsake 
them to make a quick dollar. 

Present positive: ‘The Kimberley is the last best 
bit of Australia. The only part of mainland Australia 
with no mammal extinction. An area almost twice 
the size of Germany that’s home to less than 40,000 
people, the majority of whom are Indigenous.’

Present negative: ‘The resources boom is hitting the 
Kimberley. The mining sector has not had the time 
or capacity to exploit this region previously. Now it 
does and the proposed gas hub at James Price Point 
is the first major development to be proposed. There 
is concern that the gas hub will provide momentum 
for many other large-scale industrial developments 
in the area.’

Future positive: ‘The Wilderness Society is 
working with the local community to advocate for 
an alternative economic future, one more closely 
linked to the needs of local communities and the 
environment.’

Future negative: ‘The Kimberley will become 
just another massive mining wasteland, with the 
associated consequences of continued Indigenous 
community decline and irreparable environmental 
damage.’
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Opportunity
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The Wilderness Society works closely with a 
myriad of stakeholders and community groups. 
These include Indigenous groups and advocacy 
groups such as Save The Kimberley and Environs 
Kimberley. 

A detailed and comprehensive roadmap and 
campaign strategy has been developed. It is 
anticipated that $2.5 million dollars will be required 
to fund the project over the next two years.

Budget expenditure:

Kimberley campaign coordinators x 2   
($370,000 over two years)
These positions (Perth and Sydney based) will 
be responsible for the overall coordination/
management of the campaign and ensure successful 
delivery of campaign strategies including advocacy, 
media/online and corporate campaigns.

Audience identification and message testing  
($210,000 over two years)
Polling of community attitudes within key WA 
demographics and subsequent message testing 
(focus groups) to inform paid advertising, online 
content and free media campaign.

Campaign sdvertising budget    
($310,000 over two years)
The campaign’s primary focus will be Western 
Australian audiences, particularly during key 
decision-making periods.

Community campaigning    
($350,000 over two years)
Strategic events and targeted campaign 
communications with audiences (including 
corporate audiences) in the Kimberley as well as 
Perth, Sydney and Melbourne.

Website development and maintenance  
($230,000 over two years)
The creation and maintenance of websites to support 
both the corporate and community campaigns and a 
variety of viral campaign projects.

Online campaigner/media communicator  
($270,000 over two years)
This position will have overall responsibility for the 
content and the promotion of our online presence. 
This will include social media, cyberactions, and 
online campaigning targeted at both a national and 
international audience.

Scientific research     
($330,000 over two years)
Scientific workshops, scientific analysis, and report 
publication and communication to key stakeholders 
and a wider audience.

Economic research     
($200,000 over two years)
Analysis and modeling based on conservation 
economy principles in the context of the Kimberley 
and communication of this data to multiple 
stakeholders. 

Legal challenges     
($200,000 over two years)
Initiating and supporting legal action against 
the James Price Point proposal by local groups, 
including local Indigenous groups. Also, examining 
other legal avenues that might be explored from an 
environmental perspective.

Administration and evaluation   
($50,000 over two years)
Evaluation mechanisms for the grant period will 
include dedicated report back dates with indices 
related to expenditure, campaign activities, 
significant outcomes, and challenges.

TOTAL       
$2,520,000

Campaign costs
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